16 feet, twice since restoration
efforts ramped up in 2012

The drawdowns help sun-
light reach the lake’s bottom
which, in turn, helps dissolve
~ the heavy buildup of sediment
beneath the water.

The drawdowns have
sparked controversy. With
the first one, property own-

plained that reducing the
lake’s water level caused
structural damage to their
bulkheads. Last year, it was
heavy criticized for causing a mas-
sive fish kill.

ing it easier for game fish to
lay eggs and replenish their

As aresult of those improve-
ments, the Police Jury has
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of land drains into the two ca-
~ Also in the fall, the parish
will begin dredging the north
end of the lake to speed up the
restoration process.

A similar process was done
on the south end, with engi-
neers using the sediment re-
moved from the lake’s bottom
to build a 16.5-acre contain-
ment dike island.

Thibaut said they won't build
an island on the north end. En-
gineers are now trying to fig-
ure out where they’ll dump the
dredged material so they can
get started on the project.

“We're trying to find an adja-
cent piece of property to pump
the silt to,” he said.
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